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spending in his State of the Union address to-
morrow as a way of addressing the federal 
deficit. However, as President Obama works 
to reduce the budget deficit and put our nation 
on a path of fiscal responsibility, oil companies 
are pushing us further into the red by con-
tinuing to drill for free on public land. 

The ‘‘Royalty Relief for American Con-
sumers Act of 2010’’ that I am introducing 
today with the gentleman from Maryland, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, would recover the more than $50 
billion that taxpayers currently stand to lose in 
foregone oil royalty payments as a result of 
defective leases issued by the Department of 
Interior between 1996 and 2000. The minerals 
below our public lands belong to the American 
people and no company should be allowed to 
exploit them for free. This legislation would 
protect American taxpayers and reduce our 
budget deficit by up to $54 billion. 

The legislation that we are introducing today 
would offer oil companies a simple choice: 
they can continue to drill for free on public 
lands but they will not be permitted to pur-
chase new leases from the federal govern-
ment. The language in the Royalty Relief for 
American Consumers Act has repeatedly 
passed the House of Representatives in 2006, 
2007 and 2008. It is time that we start drilling 
for deficit dollars by reclaiming these lost roy-
alty payments and ending the free ride that oil 
companies are currently enjoying on public 
land. 

As President Obama steps up efforts to re-
duce the federal budget deficit, ensuring that 
oil companies are paying their fair share is a 
common sense way to help restore fiscal re-
sponsibility. We can no longer afford to allow 
oil companies to drill for free while taxpayers 
are left holding the bill. Enacting this legisla-
tion will put an end to this taxpayer rip off 
once and for all. 
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Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the recent passing of Jimmie 
Harris, a great local civic leader in Pasquotank 
County, North Carolina. 

A county commissioner and former volun-
teer fire department chief, Mr. Harris will long 
be remembered for his leadership on issues 
related to fire services, agriculture, education 
and the local hospital. He was passionate 
about doing everything he could to improve 
the community, and even those people with 
opposing viewpoints had great respect for him. 

This is an enormous loss, and there is a 
great deal of sadness throughout the commu-
nity. 

Mr. Harris was a retired farmer and served 
as Providence Volunteer Fire Department 
Chief for over 20 years. He was also a de-
voted member of Berea Baptist Church, and 
had served on many civic boards and organi-
zations. 

Along with his wife, Brenda Corbett Harris, 
Mr. Harris is survived by his mother, a daugh-
ter, a son, two sisters and three grandchildren. 
They gathered with friends, family and loved 
ones last week at the Berea Baptist Church 
Family Life Center for a memorial service. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
rise in recognition of Mr. Harris’ passing and 
his lifetime of outstanding public service to his 
community. I also ask that we pass along our 
best wishes and prayers to his family, friends 
and loved ones during this difficult time. 
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Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I rise in reluc-
tant opposition to this resolution. Certainly I 
am moved by the horrific destruction in Haiti 
and would without hesitation express condo-
lences to those who have suffered and con-
tinue to suffer. As a medical doctor, I have 
through my career worked to alleviate the pain 
and suffering of others. Unfortunately, how-
ever, this resolution does not simply express 
our condolences, but rather it commits the 
U.S. government ‘‘to begin the reconstruction 
of Haiti’’ and affirms that ‘‘the recovery and 
long-term needs of Haiti will require a sus-
tained commitment by the United States. . . .’’ 
I do not believe that a resolution expressing 
our deep regret and sorrow over this tragedy 
should be used to commit the United States to 
a ‘‘long-term’’ occupation of Haiti during which 
time the U.S. government will provide for the 
reconstruction of that country. 

I am concerned over the possibility of an 
open-ended U.S. military occupation of Haiti 
and this legislation does nothing to alleviate 
my concerns. On the contrary, when this reso-
lution refers to the need for a long-term U.S. 
plan for Haiti, I see a return to the failed at-
tempts by the Clinton and Bush Administra-
tions to establish Haiti as an American protec-
torate. Already we are seeing many argue that 
this kind of humanitarian mission is a perfect 
fit for the U.S. military. I do not agree. 

Certainly I would support and encourage the 
efforts of the American people to help the peo-
ple of Haiti at this tragic time. I believe that the 
American people are very generous on their 
own and fear that a U.S. government commit-
ment to reconstruct Haiti may actually discour-
age private contributions. Mr. Speaker, already 
we see private U.S. citizens and corporations 
raising millions of dollars for relief and recon-
struction of Haiti. I do not believe the U.S. 
government should get in the way of these 
laudable efforts. I do express my condolences 
but I unfortunately must urge my colleagues to 
vote against this resolution committing the 
United States government to rebuild Haiti. 
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OF TEXAS 
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Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to extend my support to H. Res. 
1021, which expresses condolences to and 
solidarity with the people of Haiti in the after-

math of the devastating earthquake of January 
12, 2010. 

I would like to thank my colleague, BARBARA 
LEE, chairwoman of the Congressional Black 
Caucus, for offering this legislation and ex-
press heartfelt condolences and sympathy for 
the people of Haiti in the wake of this horrific 
natural disaster. 

On January 12, 2010, a 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake struck the country of Haiti. An esti-
mated 3 million people have been directly af-
fected by the disaster in Haiti, more than 1.5 
million people left homeless, and severe dam-
age has been sustained by roads, ports, hos-
pitals, and homes. 

The challenges in helping Haiti are im-
mense, and the U.S. and partner countries 
have made important contributions to the re-
covery efforts. I commend the Obama admin-
istration for granting Temporary Protected Sta-
tus for Haitian nationals in the United States, 
many of whom are unable to return home due 
to the destruction in Haiti. 

I applaud the individuals, businesses and 
philanthropic organizations across the United 
States and throughout the international com-
munity who have responded to the crisis in 
Haiti with an outpouring of generosity and sup-
port. 

It is clear that the people of Haiti are now 
facing a humanitarian crisis that is unimagi-
nable and that will take years to recover from. 
I support a sustained commitment to people of 
Haiti and encourage innovative thinking in pro-
viding long-term assistance to the country. 

I am committed to helping the Haitian peo-
ple recover from this tragedy and to rebuild 
their homes, communities, and lives in the 
days, weeks and years to come. 

Again, thank you to Rep. BARBARA LEE for 
introducing this resolution and urge all my col-
leagues to support H. Res. 1021. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MARVIN 
L. GILLUM 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I rise to share 
with our colleagues the recent passing of 
Marvin L. Gillum. He died on January 21, 
2010, at the age of 85. 

Marvin had a long history of service to the 
city of Manassas, Virginia, and the greater 
Prince William County community. He served 
as mayor of Manassas for eight years from 
1996 to 2004, and was also a former chair-
man of the Manassas School Board. 

I submit for the RECORD an obituary for 
Marvin that ran in the Manassas News & Mes-
senger on January 22: 

MARVIN L. GILLUM 
Marvin L. Gillum, age 85, died peacefully 

at his home Thursday, January 21, 2010. He 
was born on February 2, 1924 in his town, Ma-
nassas. He graduated from Osbourn High 
School in 1940 and continued his education at 
the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) where 
he earned a B.S. in chemistry and pre-med. 
He then received his D.D.S. from the Medical 
College of Virginia School of Dentistry. He 
worked as a dentist for forty years. His fa-
ther, Dr. V.V. Gillum, established the family 
business in 1914 in Manassas where he served 
a number of patients who arrived by train 
from all over the area. Marvin served his 
country as a Captain in the U.S. Air Force 
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